ANTHONY   EDEN
he asked his former chief whether he could join up with him.
To this the Under-Secretary readily agreed, and Eden had
his first official experience of League procedure. Among
the other rising hopes of Conservatism also at Geneva was
Alfred DufT-Cooper, who, as one of the junior members of
the British delegation and Financial Secretary to the War
Office, was at this stage rather higher up the ladder of status
than Eden. DufF-Cooper too brought his wife with him, and
her glamorous presence at the Beau Rivage created a suitable
sensation. Locker-Lampson was concerned with the finance
of the League's health services, a branch of its work which,
because it is not politically controversial, is usually dismissed
as being either technical or subsidiary. Eden must have had
ample opportunity to study the League in action and to
collect overwhelming evidence of the range of its functions
and interests. Those who work in any detail under the aegis
of the League soon begin to dismiss from their minds con-
cepts of it as an ideal tucked away on the horizon of the
future. The demands of an international society which is
growing up on all sides-^inexorable but unobserved—involve
at Geneva at least all the machinery of routine organization.
A man as sensitive as Eden has always proved himself to be
to the drift of political events must have quickly summed up
the potentialities of the League System. Just what alterna-
tive methods meant, Lord Cushendun was to demonstrate
and Eden to witness at close range.
Cushendun used his speech to the Assembly as a reply to
false rumours in the French Press. The Agreement with
France was simply to help on the work of the Preparatory
Commission for a disarmament conference. There had been
differences between Great Britain and France, and it was
deemed advisable that these should be cleared away first.
Ministers and experts had thus been engaged in conversations
for some months, and the result was a single text, but it had
nothing to do with policy which had never been raised. The
text had been submitted to the American, Japanese, and
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